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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2-4, 6-7, 9-11, 15, 18, 20-21, 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Torrey (US. Patent No. 6, 466, 799) in view of Sibecas et al (US Patent No 
5940756). 

Regarding claims 4, 9-10, Torrey discloses a telephone system (figures IA, 2A) 
comprising: at least one cellular telephone unit adapted for mobile cellular telephone 
communications (figure 1 A, number 100, figure 2A, number 210); a land line telephone wiring 
circuit adapted to telephonically link telephonic devices (figure I A, number 131, 137, figure 2 A, 
number 224); at least one land line-based telephone unit coupled to said land line telephone 
wiring circuit, said land line- based telephone unit adapted for land line telephone 
communications (figure 1 A, number 130-140 and figure 2A, number 231-235); a mobile 
converter coupled to said cellular telephone unit and to said land line telephone wiring circuit 
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(figure 1A, number 120 an d figure 2 A, number 220), said mobile converter being adapted to 
convert designated cellular signals from said cellular telephone unit into signals compatible with 
land line telephone service for use by said land line-based telephone unit (column 3, lines 54- 
column 4, lines 36), a land line converter coupled to said land line telephone unit and to said land 
line telephone wiring circuit (figure 2A, number 225), said land line converter being adapted to 
convert designated land line signals from said land line telephone unit into signals compatible 
with cellular telephone service for use by said cellular telephone unit; wherein said telephone 
system relies upon cellular service as a communication carrier (column 4, lines 54-colmn 5, lines 
18, note: please read column 4, line 60, "interface 298" as "interface 268"). 

However, Torrey does not specifically disclose the features of a Call Waiting tone 
converter adapted to convert Call Waiting tones received from said cellular telephone unit into 
signals compatible with land line service for use by said land line-based telephone unit and a 
Message Waiting tone converter adapted to convert Message Waiting tones received from said 
cellular telephone unit into signals compatible with land line service for use by said land line- 
based telephone unit. 

On the other hand, Sibecas et al, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a dual mode 
telephone system where the service center communicates with both the FLEX paging network 
and the GSM cellular network via the telephone lines and transfers status information between 
the paging networks and the cellular networks (col. 2, line 35-col. 3, line 9). In addition, the three 
digits entered as Dual-Tone Modulated-Frequency tones from a touch-tone telephone when 
received through the first input port, are processed by a DTMF to binary converter to provide the 
digital data to be processed by the controller. The second input port is configured to generate a 
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sequence of DTMF tones corresponding to the cellular telephone number (col. S ? line 35- col. 6, 
line 47). Furthermore, Sibecas shows in figure 5, an integrated circuit that is coupled to a switch 
and comprises an analog-to-digital converter and digital-to analog converter coupled to a switch. 
The ADC converts the received FLEX and GSM signals from analog to digital form and the 
switch is used to switch from received to transmit mode during GSM operation (col. 7, line 13- 
col. 8, line 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the technique of Sibecas to the communication system of 
Torrey in order to combine a paging communication system with a cellular communication 
system. 

Regarding claim 2, Torrey as modified discloses a telephone system (figures IA, 2A), 
wherein said land line converter comprises a dial tone generator adapted to generate dial tones 
for use by said land line-based telephone unit, when said land line-based telephone unit is in the 
"off-hook" condition (column 4, lines 47-53, figure 3 A, numbers 305 and 310, figure 4A, 
number 405, 408). 

Regarding claim 3, Torrey as modified discloses a telephone system (figures IA, 2A), 
wherein said land line converter comprises a ring generator adapted to generate ring signals for 
use by said land line-based telephone unit (column 4, lines 47-53, figure 3, numbers 325 and 330 
and column 5, lines 50-67). 

r 

Regarding claims 6 and 29, Torrey as applied to claims 4 and 7 above differs from claims 
6 and 29, in the present invention, in that Torrey fails to disclose a landline converter comprises 
a Dual one Multi-frequency (DTMF) converter for converting DTMF signals received from said 
land line-based telephone unit to signals compatible with cellular telephone service for use by 
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said cellular telephone unit. But, Manning discloses a land line converter comprises a Dual one 
Multi-frequency converter for converting DTMF signals received from said land line-based 
telephone unit to signals compatible with cellular telephone service for use by said cellular 
telephone unit. 

However, Sibecas et al, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a dual mode telephone 
system where the service center communicates with both the FLEX paging network and the 
GSM cellular network via the telephone lines and transfers status information between the 
paging networks and the cellular networks (col. 2, line 35-col. 3, line 9). In addition, the three 
digits entered as Dual-Tone Modulated-Frequency tones from a touch-tone telephone when 
received through the first input port, are processed by a DTMF to binary converter to provide the 
digital data to be processed by the controller. The second input port is configured to generate a 
sequence of DTMF tones corresponding to the cellular telephone number (col. 5, line 35- col. 6, 
line 47). Furthermore, Sibecas shows in figure 5, an integrated circuit that is coupled to a switch 
and comprises an analog-to-digital converter and digital-to analog converter coupled to a switch. 
The ADC converts the received FLEX and GSM signals from analog to digital form and the 
switch is used to switch from received to transmit mode during GSM operation (col. 7, line 13- 
col. 8, line 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the technique of Sibecas to the communication system of 
Torrey in order to combine a paging communication system with a cellular communication 
system. 
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Regarding claims 1 1 and 30, Torrey as modified discloses a telephone systerti (figures 
IA, 2A), further comprising a landline power source adapted to supply power to said landline 
telephone units, compatible with landline telephone service (column 4, lines 47-53). 

Sibecas et al, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a dual mode telephone system 
where the service center communicates with both the FLEX paging network and the GSM 
cellular network via the telephone lines and transfers status information between the paging 
networks and the cellular networks (col. 2, line 35-col. 3, line 9). In addition, the three digits 
entered as Dual-Tone Modulated-Frequency tones from a touch-tone telephone when received 
through the first input port, are processed by a DTMF to binary converter to provide the digital 
data to be processed by the controller. The second input port is configured to generate a sequence 
of DTMF tones corresponding to the cellular telephone number (col. 5, line 35- col. 6 ? line 47). 
Furthermore, Sibecas shows in figure 5, an integrated circuit that is coupled to a switch and 
comprises an analog-to-digital converter and digital-to analog converter coupled to a switch. The 
ADC converts the received FLEX and GSM signals from analog to digital form and the switch is 
used to switch from received to transmit mode during GSM operation (col. 7, line 13- col. 8, line 
40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the technique of Sibecas to the communication system of Torrey in 
order to combine a paging communication system with a cellular communication system. 

Regarding claims 7, 23-28, Torrey discloses a telephone system (figures IA, 2A) 
comprising: at least one cellular telephone unit adapted for mobile cellular telephone 
communications (figure 1 A, number 100, figure 2A, number 210); a land line telephone wiring 
circuit adapted to telephonically link telephonic devices (figure I A, number 131, 137, figure 2 A, 
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number 224); at least one land line-based telephone unit coupled to said land line telephone 
wiring circuit, said land line- based telephone unit adapted for land line telephone 
communications (figure 1 A, number 130-140 and figure 2A, number 23 1-235); a mobile 
converter coupled to said cellular telephone unit and to said land line telephone wiring circuit 
(figure 1A, number 120 an d figure 2 A, number 220), said mobile converter being adapted to 
convert designated cellular signals from said cellular telephone unit into signals compatible with 
land line telephone service for use by said land line-based telephone unit (column 3, lines 54- 
column 4, lines 36), a land line converter coupled to said land line telephone unit and to said land 
line telephone wiring circuit (figure 2A, number 225), said land line converter being adapted to 
convert designated land line signals from said land line telephone unit into signals compatible 
with cellular telephone service for use by said cellular telephone unit; wherein said telephone 
system relies upon cellular service as a communication carrier (column 4, lines 54-colmn 5, lines 
18, note: please read column 4, line 60, "interface 298" as "interface 268"). 

However, Torrey does not specifically disclose the features of a line converter comprises 
at least one of a "flash" signal converter for converting "flash" signals received from said land 
line-based telephone unit to signals compatible with cellular telephone service for use by said 
cellular telephone unit and an "end of dial" signal converter for converting "end of dial" signals 
received from said land line-based telephone unit to signals compatible with cellular telephone 
service for use by said cellular telephone unit. 

On the other hand, Sibecas et al, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a dual mode 
telephone system where the service center communicates with both the FLEX paging network 
and the GSM cellular network via the telephone lines and transfers status information between 
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the paging networks and the cellular networks (col. 2, line 35-col. 3 5 line 9). In addition, the three 
digits entered as Dual-Tone Modulated-Frequency tones from a touch-tone telephone when 
received through the first input port, are processed by a DTMF to binary converter to provide the 
digital data to be processed by the controller. The second input port is configured to generate a 
sequence of DTMF tones corresponding to the cellular telephone number (col. 5, line 35- col. 6, 
line 47). Furthermore, Sibecas shows in figure 5, an integrated circuit that is coupled to a switch 
and comprises an analog-to-digital converter and digital-to analog converter coupled to a switch. 
The ADC converts the received FLEX and GSM signals from analog to digital form and the 
switch is used to switch from received to transmit mode during GSM operation (col. 7, line 13- 
col 8, line 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the technique of Sibecas to the communication system of 
Torrey in order to combine a paging communication system with a cellular communication 
system. 

Regarding claims 15, 20, 31, Torrey discloses a method of telephonic communication in a 
telephone system (figures IA, 2 A) comprising the steps of providing: at least one cellular 
telephone unit adapted for mobile cellular telephone communications (figure 1 A, number 100, 
figure 2 A, number 210); via a land line telephone wiring circuit, telephonically linking a 
plurality of telephonic devices (figure IA, number 131, 137, figure 2A, number 224); providing 
at least one land line-based telephone unit coupled to said land line telephone wiring circuit, said 
land line- based telephone unit adapted for land line telephone communications (figure 1 A, 
number 130-140 and figure 2A, number 23 1-235); via a mobile converter coupled to said cellular 
telephone unit and to said land line telephone wiring circuit (figure 1A, number 120 an d figure 
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2A, number 220), converting designated cellular signals from said cellular telephone unit into 
signals compatible with land line telephone service for use by said land line-based telephone unit 
(column 3, lines 54-column 4, lines 36), including at least one of via said mobile converter 
(figure 2A, number 225); and said telephone system relies upon cellular service as a 
communication carrier (column 4, lines 54-colmn 5, lines 18, note: please read column 4, line 60, 
"interface 298" as "interface 268"). 

However, Torrey does not specifically disclose the steps of converting Call Waiting tones 
received from said cellular telephone unit into signals compatible with land line service for use 
by said land line-based telephone unit and via said mobile converter, converting Message 
Waiting tones received from said cellular telephone unit into signals compatible with land line 
service for use by said land line-based telephone unit and via a land line converter coupled to 
said land line telephone unit and to said land line telephone wiring circuit converting designated 
land line signals from said land line telephone unit into signals compatible with cellular 
telephone service for use by said cellular telephone unit. 

On the other hand, Sibecas et al, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a dual mode 
telephone system where the service center communicates with both the FLEX paging network 
and the GSM cellular network via the telephone lines and transfers status information between 
the paging networks and the cellular networks (col 2, line 35-col. 3, line 9). In addition, the three 
digits entered as Dual-Tone Modulated-Frequency tones from a touch-tone telephone when 
received through the first input port, are processed by a DTMF to binary converter to provide the 
digital data to be processed by the controller. The second input port is configured to generate a 
sequence of DTMF tones corresponding to the cellular telephone number (col. 5, line 35- col. 6, 
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line 47). Furthermore, Sibecas shows in figure 5, an integrated circuit that is coupled to a switch 
and comprises an analog-to-digital converter and digital-to analog converter coupled to a switch. 
The ADC converts the received FLEX and GSM signals from analog to digital form and the 
switch is used to switch from received to transmit mode during GSM operation (col. 7, line 13- 
col. 8, line 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply the technique of Sibecas to the communication system of 
Torrey in order to combine a paging communication system with a cellular communication 
system. 

Regarding claims 18 and 32, Torrey discloses a Torrey discloses a method of telephonic 
communication in a telephone system (figures IA, 2A) comprising the steps of providing: at least 
one cellular telephone unit adapted for mobile cellular telephone communications (figure 1 A, 
number 100, figure 2 A, number 210); via a land line telephone wiring circuit, telephonically 
linking a plurality of telephonic devices (figure I A, number 131, 137, figure 2 A, number 224); 
providing at least one land line-based telephone unit coupled to said land line telephone wiring 
circuit, said land line- based telephone unit adapted for land line telephone communications 
(figure 1 A, number 130-140 and figure 2 A, number 23 1-235); via a mobile converter coupled to 
said cellular telephone unit and to said land line telephone wiring circuit (figure 1A ? number 120 
an d figure 2A, number 220), converting designated cellular signals from said cellular telephone 
unit into signals compatible with land line telephone service for use by said land line-based 
telephone unit (column 3, lines 54-column 4, lines 36), via a land line converter coupled to said 
land line telephone unit and to said land line telephone wiring circuit, converting designated land 
line signals from said land line telephone unit into signals compatible with cellular telephone 
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service for use by said cellular telephone unit including at least one of via said land line 
converter including at least one of via said land line converter (figure 2A, number 225); said 
telephone system relying upon cellular service as a communication carrier (column 4, lines 54- 
colmn 5, lines 18, note: please read column 4, line 60, "interface 298" as "interface 268"). 

However, Torrey does not specifically disclose the steps of converting "flash" signals 
received from said land line-based telephone unit to signals compatible with cellular telephone 
service for use by said cellular telephone unit and via said land line converter, converting "end of 
dial" signals received from said land line-based telephone unit to signals compatible with cellular 
telephone service for use by said cellular telephone unit. 

On the other hand, Sibecas et al, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a dual mode 
telephone system where the service center communicates with both the FLEX paging network 
and the GSM cellular network via the telephone lines and transfers status information between 
the paging networks and the cellular networks (col. 2, line 35-col. 3, line 9). In addition, the three 
digits entered as Dual-Tone Modulated-Frequency tones from a touch-tone telephone when 
received through the first input port, are processed by a DTMF to binary converter to provide the 
digital data to be processed by the controller. The second input port is configured to generate a 
sequence of DTMF tones corresponding to the cellular telephone number (col. 5, line 35- col 6, 
line 47). Furthermore, Sibecas shows in figure 5, an integrated circuit that is coupled to a switch 
and comprises an analog-to-digital converter and digital-to analog converter coupled to a switch. 
The ADC converts the received FLEX and GSM signals from analog to digital form and the 
switch is used to switch from received to transmit mode during GSM operation (col. 7, line 13- 
col. 8, line 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to apply the technique of Sibecas to the communication system of 
Torrey in order to combine a paging communication system with a cellular communication 
system. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-4, 6-7, 9-11, 15, 18, 20-21, 23-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marceau Milord whose telephone number is 703-3 06-3 023. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian C. Chin can be reached on 703-308-6739. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Marceau Milord 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Application/Control Number: 09/839,273 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2682 



Examiner 
Art Unit 2682 



